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“Bandon, Surat Thani: We have
lots of good stuff to offer”

Bandon or officially “Muang Suratthani” had
an opportunity to welcome numbers of tourists and
merit makers who participated in the campaign “Paying
Respect to Holy Items: 5 shrines, 9 temples plus 4”.
It indicates that the place must have a lot of interesting
things to offer, and this year, Bandon introduces 3

tourism routes.
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1. Route I: Paying respect to Chinese gods and
goddesses at 5 shrines for better fortune
The route begins at Bheung Tao Kong
Shrine, one of the oldest shrines in Bandon. The
next stop is Hali Lum Shrine where people can
witness ways of life in which humans and swiftlets
live together. After that, it is Ong Hok Kian
Palace where people can pay respect to the
Chinese gods and receive holy water from
dragon statues in front of the shrine. The forth
stop is Jee Kong Shrine, under Surat Thani Ethic
Promotion Foundation, where the gods present
unique and ethical Dharma. The final place is
Luang Poo Tai Hong Kong Shrine, under Kusonsatta
Foundation, where the Chinese god namely
Jao Tai Suay Eah houses, the only shrine that
people can leave their unfortunate behind.

2. Route II: Paying Respect to Buddha Relic
at 9 Temples (Wat) for Life Enhancement
Thai people prefer number 9 as they believe
that this number represents advancement, moving
forward and goodness. The nine temples begin
with paying respect to the Buddha relic of
enlightening stage under Bo Tree at Wat Trai
Thammaram or Wat Sam Mhai. Next is Wat
Thambucha, the only temple in the province
that contains the Buddha relic statue, Phra
Buddhanoparatbopittrairatrungsan, with King
Rama 9's signature at the plaster base of the
Buddha Image. The third temple is Wat Psal
where one can witness the almost 100 years
two-story wooden building in which Japanese
soldiers used to use as their headquarter upon
landing at Bandon during World War Il and
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was preserved by the former
The fourth one is Wat Klang where }-eonlc can pay
respect to the remains of its former abbot, Phra Maha
Yoot, whose body is still in good condition and at the
same witness the beautiful monastery
entrance being the memorial of King Rama V
The fifth temple is Wat Phra Yoke in which people
can pay respect to the relic said to be able to sway
After that, it is W t Pattanaram
where people can pay respect to the relic of the former
abbot and founder, Luang Por Pat, and exhibit the
only provincial Buddha Relic wearing the king’s
costume.

Luang Por Chu

time they can

the body. at Mai or Wa
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For those who prefer the contemporary Thai
art, they can’t miss a chance to visit Wat Samakkee
Phadungpan to admire the unique Buddha Relic located
in the two-storey building. After that, it is Wat Potawart
where people can pay respect to the former scholar
priest, the famous Luang Por Klom, who was able to
hypnotize crocodiles that happened to pass by the
temple. Finally, it is Wat Klang Mai that houses the
racing boats museum for Muang Suratthani where
one can also pay respect to the Buddha relic located

n the white building,

believed to be the only white
monastery in Bandon.
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3. Route IllI: sightseeing natural
attractions, paying respect to holy items,
tasting seafood, in Plus 4

Visiting Surat Thani, one must go
for Bandon sightseeing at the top of Mt.
Tha Petch and pay respect to Phra Tat
Srisurat where villagers in the past had
founded and felt that the relic was their
mental support. Moving toward town to
the next stop is to make merit at the
City Pillar Shrine, the provincial holy place
where passers by must stop to pray for
life enhancement. The next stop for merit
blessing is at Buddhist Bodhisattvas
Guan-im which was fully carved from white
granite located at Mutithajitthamastan
foundation. The last merit making of this
route is the statue of H.R.H. Grom Luang
Chumpon Khet Udomsak located at Tapi
River border, around Bandon River mouth.
Finally, do not forget to stop at Bandon
River Mouth (Pak Nam Bandon) to try its
variety popular seafood.

If you have time off, you must
come to “Touch Bandon villagers’ life
style, try different dishes of the town

.| of good citizen, make ways to be

lucky at 5 shrines, 9 temples Plus 4.
That is to see the 18 above mentioned
places and you will find that “Bandon,
Surat Thani has more to offer than
what you think”.






1. Maiduoinno
Bheung Tao Kong Shrine
2. maiinnaéh thuaeu
Hai Lum Shrine
3. chhtndovoninau
Ong Hok Kian Palace

. MaIdOND YalSanIasSuArUSSSY
“IGinm dyIM:” gswnssiti

The foundation of Ethic Promotion
“Tekka Jee Zhu Koh” Surat Thani

. manasuyidovny yatiSnAarsns
Luang Poo Tai Hong Kong Shrine:

Kusonsatta Foundation
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Bheung Tao Kong Shrine

Based on the discovery of Benjarong, a traditional
Thai five-coloured famous porcelain found around late
Ayudhya and early Ratanakosin Periods while workers
were building a dragon foundation pile, the shrine is
assumed to age not less than 230 years.

This is the residence of a Chinese God, Bheung Tao
Kong or Land God. The god is well-known among the In the evening, opposite the shrine, there is
Chinese for helping various business and trade a night market where visitors can look for
transactions. People come to make their vows andupon  something to eat prior to boarding the sleeping
the achievement, they fulfill their promises with fire boat to Koh Samui, Koh Tao, and Koh Pa-ngan.
crackers, Chinese traditional play (Ngiew), liquor, and People can also enjoy the natural scenery along

the famous southern shadow show, “Nung Talung”. the Tapee River.
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Hai Lum Shrine, Bandon

This is the shrine where the Chinese of Hai Lum tribe

jointly established upon their arrival in Bandon more than
100 years ago. Altars inside the shrine house the Chinese
Goddess, Jaomae Tabtim, who is believed to be the goddess
of the sea, along with other gods and goddesses in which
fishermen or sea workers as well as general followers come
to pay their respect and pray for their safety.

Swiftlets build their nests under the roof of the
shrine which becomes an attractive point for merit makers

and travelers.
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Ong Hok Hian Palace

The Chinese God, Lae Hu Ong Kia Kong
was relocated from the city of Ae Ming, Hok Kian
County, China and has been housed in this shrine
for more than 100 years.

In B.E. 2550, the shrine was named in Hok
Kian Chinese as “Xun Hok Keng” which means
“the palace of luck and peace”. The name in
Thai was changed from “Hok Kian Suratthani
Shrine” to “Ong Hok Kian Palace” and has been
used until today.

Upon the completion of praying and merit

making, do not forget to receive the holy water
for prosperity from the dragon column (Ti Kong
Pillar) that performs a mouth spray in front of the
shrine.
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Jee Hong Shrme
The foundation of Ethic Promotion “Tekka Jee 2hu Ko” Surat Thani

The shrine was opened to the public in B.E. 2543. Inside the building, on the second floor of the

foundation, it houses different Chinese gods and goddesses, especially the Chinese Buddhist Saint, Jee Kong,
who offered his followers with different ethical Dharma preaching.
The god of luck or Chai Zing Eah is located on one side where people can pray and ask for good

fortune.




